Exclusive

iCosby, now 82,

is serving three to
10 years in prison
for aggravated
indecent assault.

AFTER REPORTING ON

THE BILL COSBY ASSAULT

CASE, NICKI WEISENSEE
EGAN LETS SOURCES

TELL THEIR OWN STORIES

ON HER HIT PODCAST

hrough numerous emails
and hours of phone calls,
across kilometres, and
on many courthouse
steps, the women at the
heart of the pre-#MeToo
case against Bill Cosby
have had a relentless ally
in Nicki Weisensee Egan.

Since 2005, the veteran crime and human
interest writer’s meticulous reporting has
helped Andrea Constand and 62 others
document their experiences with the comedy
legend, chronicling both their legal battles
and personal journeys. Her persistence has
offered them validation and community
even in an era before social media could
support them.

“I mean, who wants to be famous for
being raped?” says Egan, 52. “There are other
things you can do if you want to be famous.
You don’t go and accuse the most powerful
celebrity in the country of drugging and
sexually assaulting [you].”

So, regardless how many times women
such as Tamara Green may have talked about
their anguish before and after Cosby’s 2018
conviction on three counts of aggravated
indecent assault, they will do so again if
Egan asks. “She doesn’t fluff up her
language,” lawyer Green says of Egan, who
worked the Cosby beat for the Philadelphia
Daily News, WHO’s sister publication People,
and The Daily Beast. “She doesn’t complicate
it with unnecessary colour or detail. She [is]
strictly factual.”

Green then adds with a laugh, “She
reminds me of my Jack Russell terrier!

She’s tenacious, but she’s also very loyal
and steadfast with what she pursues. That’s

how she got ahold of this story. She just shook

it and shook it for all the time it took.”
And she’s still shaking it. Egan convinced
Green, Constand, and others to record their

“] want to do books with
substance to them,” says Egan
(at her Pennsylvania home).
Constand doesn’t doubt that.
She quips, “I told Nicki, ‘If you
don’t have any enemies,

\ you haven’t done
L“' anything right!”

.

first-hand accounts for the Los Angeles Times
podcast Chasing Cosby, which Egan hosts.
The true-crime series, which expands on

her 2019 bestseller on the rise and fall of
‘America’s Dad’, has become an audio
sensation, racking up more than four million
downloads since its January premiere.

“One of the most gratifying things I've
seen is how many positive reviews listeners
have left,” Egan says. “When there’s video,
so many times the women will get, ‘Oh, she’s
white, he wouldn’t have wanted her, or
‘she’s this’ or ‘she’s ugly,” or ‘she’s overweight.
This takes all that away, and all you hear is
the raw emotion and their voices telling their
stories. And it’s very, very powerful.”

While Egan continues to write and report
on social justice, her sources on the Cosby
story have formed a sisterhood, evident when

Constand
is restoringy
hope for
survivors
of trauma. 8

LIFTING SPIR

Andrea Constand, a women’s basketball team executive
in 2002, once regarded Cosby as a mentor and a friend.
But in her victim impact statement after Cosby’s 2018
conviction for drugging and assaulting her in 2004, she
described the nightmares she suffered for years. He took,
she said, her “beautiful, healthy young spirit and crushed it".

Now Constand, 46, is restoring her soul by helping
others through her non-profit Hope Healing and
Transformation, a foundation designed to provide
resources for survivors of trauma. In May, she will launch
SAFEAPP, an app with components such as emotional
support and legal assistance.“It's going to be a very
holistic framework,” Constand says. “It will not be a
replacement [for] medical therapy, which is necessary
at some point in time. But knowing who to call ... the
sexual assault hotline, having all those resources all in
one....it's going to bring a lot of light.”

Tamara Green gets choked up about Constand'’s work.
“I think it's fantastic,” she says.

afew of them — along with Egan — metin
Los Angeles for a talk that was recorded

as abonus episode. Among them was Green,
wearing a bracelet Constand gave her at
Cosby’s September 2018 sentencing, the
first time they had ever met.

“We've all become friends,” Green says.
“It’s not based on the horrible thing that we
have in common - we're friends because
we took the same steps. We have the same

determination to bring
a certain kind of end to
this behaviour. That’s
what brings us
together.”

m By Cynthia Wang

LY Chasing Cosby is available
b  through Apple and Spotify.
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